
5 Tips To Take 
Better Pics  

Of Your Pets



Thanks for downloading this very simple and hopefully useful guide to 
improving your pet photography. We all know how difficult it is to get 
a dog or a cat to stay still more than a second when we're taking that 
pic. And we know how frustrating it can be when we press the button 
in the moment your little furry friend decides to move away from the 
scene. 

 First things first. This short guide is actually aimed at anyone 
who loves their pets and has a little interest in photography as well. It's 
not for professional photographers only. You can even use your phone 
following my suggestions, and you'll see that your pics will improve. 
Trust me. 

 And finally let's always keep in mind that your pet couldn't give a 
hoot about taking pictures! When I photograph Ida, my 2 year old 
cavapoo, it's not like she's thinking "hey can't wait to see these pics 
dad!" and I'm pretty well sure she won't be looking through an album in 
10 years time commenting on how young she was in some of pics. So 
we need to have this in mind all the time when taking the pictures. It 
has to be a playful time. It needs to be exciting, and overall, they need 
to be happy and rewarded! And what makes your dog or cat super 
happy? 

1. Treats! 
Remember that they will most probably do anything for treats. And 
you already know this. But what you mightn't know is that not all 
treats work the same. It has to be something they "never" munch on. 
Something special so that by creating this habit, you are telling them 
that the moment you take your camera or phone out and stick it in 
front of your face, is a special moment for them too. And the treat 



MUST be high value. Not only something they never have normally, 
but it's gotta be damn unique and tasty. Like a real amazing irresistible 
treat! I'm crazy on Napoletan pizza. I love the crust, the tomato sauce 
and the incredible bufalo mozzarella, so if you need to catch my 
attention, you will be inviting me to eat that pizza. Same with our little 
furry animals. It has to be unique. Ida goes mad over black pudding 
treats. She just simply cannot resist them. That's why she is an 
amazing poser. 

2. Put the treat near the lens. 
Now that you've taken out the super duper special treats, you want to 
let your pet sniff it. I would normally give Ida one of them at this point, 
as it will set her in the "oh my god that was really amazing, I want 
more!" state. Then, take another one, let it sniff it again, and put it as 
close as you can to your lens. This will make your pet look straight into 
the camera. Should they get distracted, just let them sniff it again and 
bring it back close to the lens. Then, take the pic! It really is simple as 
that. 

3. Background. 
Nice images are simple. I like "Less is best" and I always try to get that 
in my photos. A good starting point is making sure you don't have 
clutter in the background that disturbs the focus on your subject. So 
before you take the pic, make sure you are not taking it in a messy 
place. Have it cleaned up, nice and neat. I've found that a helpful way 
to do this, is taking a random shot of the space you are thinking of 
using and then looking at the image. You will start noticing much more 
mess than you can actually see. 



4. Composition. 
There are a few rules in photography that can help you catch great 
images. For instance, don't always think that your subject should be in 
the center of the image. Most professional photographers will actually 
try to position the subject slightly off center. This is called rule of 
thirds. Why? Because believe it or not, this balances the image and 
helps the eye focus much more on the actual subject. Whether you 
have a professional camera or a phone, in most cases you can actually 
activate a "grid" in your camera settings. Most phones nowadays have 
this option and I use it all the time. You'll see the grid has 4 lines, 2 
horizontal and 2 vertical. It's a bit like Tic-Tac-Toe. Try and position 
your subject long one of the vertical lines, and use the horizontal lines 
to make sure the image is straight. 
Always remember to lower yourself down when taking images of pets. 
You want to be at their eye level rather than standing up. This helps 
feeling "in" the image when we look at it. If you think of it, when we 
take pics of us humans, we always do it at eye level. Talking of which 
remember to always focus on the eyes! 

5. Prepare the scene. 
Taking images of our pets while they are doing their thing is great, but 
there are times you would love to get them to pose. Imagine you have 
a really cool looking sofa, and would love to have your pet pose for 
you. There is a great way to do this without loosing your marbles. 
First, remember, your pet has to have a great time and enjoy the 
"photo session". Because our furry babies have the ability to 
concentrate for only a very short amount of time, let's see how we 
can get a good pic without driving them and ourselves totally insane. 
- Choose the spot, the scene where you want to take the pic. Make 
sure it's clean from mess and clutter. 



- Get hold of something that can be your subject (even a bottle of 
water is fine). Obviously once we have prepared the scene, our bottle 
of water will be substituted by our pet. 
- Put the bottle ideally where you would like your pet to be. 
- Take the picture. 
- Look at the picture carefully. Is there anything disturbing the 
subject? Is the background tidy or messy? Is there not enough light? 
If you are not happy, then change accordingly until you are happy 
with the scene. 
- Once all is working and you are happy with it, introduce your pet. 
- Check tip 1 to 4 to make sure all is good. 
- Take the picture. 

I hope you enjoyed these 5 tips and feel free to reach out and share the 
images you have taken. I am always happy to see what people come up 
with! 
Let's enjoy the time with our pets as much as possible. Let's make it fun to 
take pictures. Let's be happy. 



About the Author 

 

This is me, Alex and my PA Ida. She’s my companion, my best friend, 
my “daddy’s lil’ girl”. I’ve been lucky enough to have been working with 
pets now for over ten years, telling your stories through the portraits I 
take. Your special bonds, your relationships, and your love! Our little 
fur babies are only with us for a short amount of time and we ought to 
celebrate their lives right now! This is my mission. This is my life. 
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